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ALMA — Cloth of double twill weave running diagonally from left to right. Originally made in black 
for mourning wear 

ALMANESQUE — A general term for cotton fabrics in the Argentine 

ALNEESTIONI — Navajo blanket made in twill weave, both sides being different 

ALNI MAYINI — Woollen blanket made by the Ute Indians, made with a wide black stripe in the 
centre and narrower stripes at each end; the corners trimmed with black tassels 

ALNAGE — A term formerly used to measure cloth for the purpose of levying taxes on it. It means 
measuring by the ell 

ALOE FIBRE or Mauritius Hemp — A fibre obtained from the leaves of various species of the Aloe 
plant growing in tropical countries, chiefly Africa (see Mauritius Hemp) 

ALOE HEMP — A fibre obtained from the Sansevieria zeylanica, and is very similar to Mauritius 
hemp. The fibres are twisted similar to a rope, but in flat tape form 

ALOE LACE — A coarse lace made by peasants of Albissola, Italy, from the fibres of the Aloe plant. 

Mostly used locally, as owing to its gummy character after washing the commercial demand is 
small. The fabric is also made at Manila. The colour is pale straw and is fairly fast 

ALOST LACE — A Belgian hand-made lace similar to the Valenciennes 

ALPACA — Hair yielded by a Peruvian goat. The quality varies from low to fine, and is from fair to 
very fine in staple, which is from 7 to 15-in. long. It is lustrous and very soft in handle, and 
obtained in white, brown, and black colours. The wool has two staples; the shorter, known as 
Kumbi, is 7-in. long; the other, Hanaska, is 15-in. long, and shipped from Arequipa 

ALPACA (U.S.A.) — A fabric is produced in U.S.A. under this name, which is just a plain weave cloth 
with viscose weft. It is made 34-in. loom state and finished " Scotch Finish," 64 X 50, 42/150 
den., usually bleached or black 

ALPACA (Extract Wool) — Alpaca " wool " weft is obtained by disintegrating fabrics made of mixture 
materials, and may contain animal and vegetable fibres. The term is also applied to a lustre 
fabric woven with a cotton warp and alpaca wool weft, plain weave. When dyed in solid 
colours it is cross-dyed, the cotton warp being dyed before weaving, and the piece is piece- 
dyed after leaving the loom. The warp is usually 2/80's Egyptian. The cloth wears well and not 
liable to gather dust, so is used for linings and men's summer coats. A typical cloth is woven 
56-in., 72 X 70, 2/80/ 28's alpaca. The true alpaca is a long, white or coloured smooth hair 
obtained from the Auchenia paco of South America (see Alpaca Wool) 

ALPACA CLOTH — The name is derived from the Spanish term for the Vicuna. The wool is mixed 
with silk or cotton and the yarn woven into a thin durable cloth for both men's and women's 
wear. Sir Titus Salt introduced the wool into Yorkshire, and it is now used for the manufacture 
of alpacas, lustres, silk warp alpaca, alpaca mixtures, mohair linings and numerous other 
cloths 

ALPACA LININGS — There are many fabrics made with a cotton warp and alpaca weft used for 
linings. Each is made in a twill weave. The most important arc given below with average 
particulars : 
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ALPACA MIXTURE — A fabric of English make in the 19th century. It was plain weave of cotton 
warp and alpaca weft. A better quality had silk warp 

ALPACA ORLEANS — One of the first alpaca fabrics successfully made in England in the 19th 

century (1839). Woven with a cotton warp and alpaca weft. First made by Titus Salt, who at 
that time was the only spinner of alpaca weft in Bradford 

ALPACA YARNS — These are spun from the raw material obtained from the Alpaca goat. The natural 
colours are white, reddish-brown and black. The fine yarns are 2/40's and 2/36's and medium 
yarns from 1/28's and heavier (see Alpaca Wool) 

ALPACA WOOL — This is obtained from the domesticated alpaca, an animal resembling the angora 
goat, but smaller, and is variously white, reddish-brown, or black; fibre 6 to 8-in. long, with a 
uniform diameter, slightly wavy, smooth and fine. It is chiefly used for ladies' dress cloths and 
lounge jackets. Spun into counts 28's and heavier, also 2/40's and 2/36's from the finer wools. 
Hosiery yarns are also made from alpaca wool, mostly soft spun in natural shades 

ALPACIANOS — An all-cotton fabric, piece-dyed after leaving the loom, probably averaging between 
28 and 31 -in. in width and about 25 yards in length. The name is probably of South American 



ALRED COTTON — History unknown, evidently of the Rio Grande type; reported only once from 
Mississippi (Matthews) 

ALTESSE — A very fine woven dress fabric, plain weave, made from all-silk yarns, crepe weft 

ALUMNAT CLOTH — Closely woven, black woollen fabric, made in Bohemia for the use of the 
elegy and alumni 

ALVA MARINA FIBRE — A variety of coir fibre used for the filling of beds, and may be dyed or 
curled 

ALVARADO COTTON — History unknown, probably Peterkin; reported once from Georgia 
(Matthews) 

ALWAN — A native woven dress fabric made in Northern India from pashmina wool yarns. It is plain 
weave, well woven from fine yarns. Much used by Europeans resident in India. It is a wrapper 

AMABOUK — A plain weave linen fabric made of coarse yams and used for shirts when half- 
bleached, and for bags when unbleached 

AMADAURE — A variety of Egyptian cotton 

AMADOWRY — An Egyptian cotton (Amadaure) 

AMAMEE — Cotton cloth, plain weave, made from smooth fine yarns about 34's to 40's, in fine reeds 
and used for shirts, bedcovers, etc. Both bleached, dyed and printed. Native made in Bengal. 
There are three qualities, the finer called Bissuti and the coarser Tissuti 

AMAN — A plain weave cotton fabric made in the Levant, always dyed blue. Made from fairly coarse 
yarns, about 10's to 14's warp and weft and used for curtains 

AMANA — A general term for the fabrics chiefly from the communistic mills of Amana, la. Chiefly 
blue printed cotton goods 



origin 



AMANOURI (Cotton) — One of the best grades of Levant cotton 
AMAR— A figured spotted " Saree." 

AMAZON — A dress fabric woven from worsted yarns for warp and woollen for weft, either with the 2 
X 1 warp twill or 5-end satin weave. The sett in the warp is much closer than in weft. The 
finish is a raised one. The illustration shows the 5-end satin design. One quality is made 40's 
worsted warp, 32's woollen weft, 80 X 40, per inch. 

Also made with wool warp and worsted weft in 5-end satin weave with twill running to the 
left. About 80 X 48, 2/60's warp, 40's worsted weft, from 45 to 56-in. The finish is nap raised 
and dress-face. Shrinkage about 12 per cent 



Amazon 

AMAZONES — The term used to distinguish woollen dress goods in many South American markets 

AMBARI HEMP (or Kenaf) — Very long, light-coloured, silky, soft and strong bast fibre. The fibre is 
from 5 to 6 feet in length and both harsher and stiffer than the fibre of hemp. It is much used 
by the natives of India for the manufacture of ropes, strings and a coarse canvas cloth for 
making into sacks. Also known as Gambo hemp. The plant is the kenaf plant. Hibiscus 
cannabinus, and cultivated in Persia and Trans-Caspian Russia. Also called " Da " in French 
West Africa, " Gombo " in Portuguese Africa, " Ambari " and " Deccan Hemp " in India, " 
Bimlipatam " in Madras Presidency 

AMBOISIENNE — French made all-silk dress fabric, having a plain weave ground with stripes of 
coarser yarn which, through raising, have a fluffy effect. Obsolete 

AMBURGOS — Heavily filled white shirtings in 24 yard lengths, made for Morrocco 

AMENS — A stout fabric, popular in the early 19th century. Made of fine worsted yarns in fancy 
designs and having cord warp stripes; used in churches 

AMERICAINE — An all-silk dress fabric, made in France in a fancy cord weave on 8-ends and 8 picks 

AMERICAN ALOE— See Agave 

AMERICAN CLOTH — A plain weave cotton fabric in many qualities, so treated on one side with 

coloured mixtures of linseed oil and other materials as to render it waterproof. It is much used 
for cheap furniture covering. Often termed imitation leather 

AMERICAN COTTON — There are over 60 varietal names mentioned in census reports of American 
cotton, but only a few of these are srill in common cultivation, and which have stood the test 
of time. These are Boyd prolific, Dickson, Herlong, Peeler, Petit Gulf and Texas Stormproof. 
The staple length varies from about 24 to 29 mm. and yield of lint from less than 30 to over 35 
per cent. It has been found, as a rule, that as the per cent of lint increases the length of staple 
decreases, The qualities most used of American cotton, apart from above varieties, are known 
as Orleans, Texas, Allanseed, Mobile, Boweds, Benders, Memphis, Uplands, Alabama and 
Tennessee (see under each name) 

AMERICAN JUTE— See Abutilon 

AMERICAN LONG-STAPLE UPLAND COTTON— A variety of Gossypium hirsutum grown in 
the Yazoo-Mississippi delta. It has a staple of 28 to 40 mm 

AMERICAN REED COUNTS — The number of dents per inch, gives the reed counts and the number 
of threads per dent are also given, thus 1/52, 2/52, 3/52 reeds mean 52 reeds with 1, 2 or 3 
threads per dent 

AMERICAN SET — A set of pillow cases and bolster with open ends — all are embroidered 

AMERICAN SHEETINGS — An enormous trade is done by the American manufacturers in plain 

cloths termed " Sheetings," such as 34/5 fin., 80 yards, 64 X 64, 16/26, 29/30-lb. There is little 
variation in quality. They are used for sheets when bleached, but also for window blinds, bags, 



shirts, dress goods, draperies, when dyed or printed. The weave is plain so the cloth is not a 
true sheeting. 

The cloth described as " Americans " is also known under this style, but it is not correct, as a 
sheeting is a twill cloth and very much wider. The term " Cabot " is also given to the cloth 
(see Cabot) 

AMERICAN SHORT-STAPLE UPLAND COTTON— This has a fibre 20 to 27 mm. long and a 
variety of Gossypium hirsutum — grown in the southern part of the United States 

AMERICAN TWILL, wrongly called " Shalloon." — The name given to the ordinary twill weave 2/2 
by the American traders. " Shalloon " applied to this twill is not correct, since a shalloon is a 
very good quality woollen cloth (see Shalloon), whereas American twills are cotton fabrics. 
The American cloth varies in weight, such as 38-in., 64 X 60, 36/24, 2X2 twill. 36-in., 68 X 
66, 40/32, 2X2 twill 

AMERICANA — The term used for the coarser type of cotton sheetings imported in Bulgaria, Servia, 
etc., such as 72-in., 52 X 44, 26/10, 2 X 2 twill 

AMERIKANO (or Americani) — The term used in West Africa for grey fabrics made from cotton in 
plain weave, such as 34/5-in., 64 X 64, 16/20. Originally the cloth came from America as " 
American sheetings." 

AMERIKANO ASSILIA — The name on the East Coast of Africa for Amerikanos 

AMERIKANO GAMTI — This term is applied to a coarse grey sheeting imported from India by the 

East Coast of Africa traders. It is very dark coloured as it is made from native Indian cotton of 
about 14's to 16's counts 

AMERIKANO MARDUFP — An all-cotton fabric, in East Africa used for tents, sails and cheap 
dresses by the natives. It is woven 2 X 2 or 2 X 1 twill from coarse yarns in low reeds 

AMERIKANO ULAYITI — This term is used for grey cotton sheetings in East Africa. Many qualities 
come under the term, so long as they are in the grey state 

AMERICANS — Low grey cloths, 30-in, wide, 36 to 40 yards, 52-ends, 44 picks, 27's twist, 18's weft, 
sized twist and woven with headings of a pick or two of colour, such as 2 picks blue. Bacup 
manufacturers make a large quantity. This cloth is shipped in the loom state to the West 
African and China markets 

AMERTIS — Plain weave cotton cloth made at Patna, Bengal. Several qualities are- produced about 64 
X 64, 38/38 

AMESS (Ammis, Aumuses) — A hood of fur worn by canons, intended as a defence against the cold 
while reciting, the points coming down in front like a stole. The colour was usually grey, but 
for the cathedral chapter, white ermine. The fur was attached to a fabric with the fur inside. It 
is quite distinct from the A mice 

AMIANTHUS — A variety of asbestos giving fibres of a fine silky quality (sec Amiantus) 

AMIANTUS — A fibrous uninflammable mineral substance used by the ancients for making fireproof 
clothing. It was known also as Asbestos 

AMICE — The first of the sacerdotal vestments, and is a fine piece of linen of an oblong shape which 
was worn on the head until the priest arrived at the altar, and then thrown back upon the 
shoulders. It was sometimes richly ornamented as well as the Alb. Used in the English 
churches previous to the reign of Edward VI 

AMIDATED COTTON — This is a special yarn resulting from research work with immunised cotton 
and is prepared from immunised cotton fibre. Its properties differ from this immunised cotton 
or cotton. It has a strong affinity for direct cotton colours and acid dyes, and because of thise 
dyeing properties it may prove a valuable yarn, especially for the woollen industry (see 
Immunised Cotton) 

AMIENS — A fine worsted fabric originally made in Amiens. It is woven in a fine reed from hard 

twisted worsted yarns and dyed in dark colours. At times was made in stripes. Always woven 
in twill designs 

AMIESTIES — A kind of cotton cloth made in India. An old commercial term 



AMILPAT WORK — The name in the eastern parts of India for native embroidery 
AMIRAY RAMIE — Native Philippine name for the ramie fibre 

AMLIKAR — Kashmir shawl made of pashmina wool and embroidered in colours. Imitations with silk 
embroidery are made in Punjab 

AMMIS — See Amess 

AMOER — The Italian term for the silk taffeta Gros de Tours 

AMOLE FIBRE — Coarse yellow fibre, yielded by the bulb of a lily-like plant in California; used for 
stuffing 

AMORGIS — Fine linen in ancient Greece, usually dyed purple 

AMOUR — A French-made tablecloth, woven of fine linen yarns in damask effects, either round or 
oval; also known as Lacs dAmour 

AMPHIBALUS — The early Christian term for a vestment, used on Sundays and high festivals. 
Peculiar to the Gallican church 

AMPHIMALLA — The old Roman term for a kind of felt material napped on both sides, referred to by 
Pliny 

AMPHIMALLUM — The Greek and Roman word for woollen cloth, having a nap on both sides, and 
more or less rough 

AMPHITAPUS — The Greek and Roman word for a particular kind of woollen cloth made of some 
material resembling Vicuna wool and having a nap on both sides. It was probably of eastern 
origin 

AMPHOTIS — Ancient Greek and Roman word for a simple woollen cap worn by athletes to protect 
their temples and ears from blows during a boxing match 

AMRITSAR SHAWLS — A term given to the shawls made at Amritsar from Kirman or the local 
lamb's-wool. These are imitation Kashmir shawls 

AMURE-LAINE — A heavy corded silk-face fabric, interlaced with a warp rib weave, the weft resting 
in the interior of the structure 

ANABASSES — A French-made fabric shipped to Senegal, Angola and other African colonies. It is 
made plain weave from woollen yarns in coloured stripes, mostly striking colours, for use as 
blankets 

ANACOSTAS— A worsted dress fabric, 2X2 twill, made in wide widths, 58 X 100, 1/30 botany— 
1/40 botany. Finer qualities are made from 30's/40's up to 60's/80's botany yarns and with up 
to 180 picks, known as " French Merino." Woven grey and piece-dyed. Although the 2 X 2 
twill is used there is a pronounced weft twill caused by the picks predominating 

ANACOSTIA — A French woollen dress cloth made of worsted warp and merino weft in 2 X 2 twill 
(see also Anascota) 

ANADENDRON — Very strong bast fibre of the A. plant in the Andaman Islands, used for nets and 
bow strings by the natives 

ANALAO FIBRE — Philippine name for a cordage fibre 

ANALOGOUS HARMONY — Harmony produced by associating distant but related tones of colours. 
Thus, when two tones from two related scales are brought together, an analogous harmony 
results 

ANANAS HEMP — The fibres of the Bromelia ananas from the West Indies and South America, are 
long and tough; used by the natives to produce a coarse fabric similar to linen 

ANANONG FIBRE— A Philippine cordage fibre 

ANAPES (Fustian Anapes) — A kind of fine fustian, probably made at Naples about 1662. It is a mock 
velvet 

ANAPHE SILK — A species of wild silk produced in Africa by the Anaphe silkworm — it is reddish- 
brown colour somewhat like tussah silk (see Anaphe Silkworm) 



ANAPHE SILKWORM — A genus of silkworm found in Uganda and other parts of Africa. Feeds on 
the leaves of a species of fig tree. The nest and cocoons, which are formed in considerable 
numbers, are used for waste silk. In Southern Nigeria, Anaphe silk is used by the natives in 
conjunction with cotton for making the so-called " Soyan " cloth 

ANARASI SAREE — A hand-woven fine cotton and silk plain weave cloth made at Tangail in Bengal 

ANASCOTE (also Anacaste, Anacoste) — A Dutch fabric made for export from rough woollen yams in 
2X2 twill weave. The yams are of good quality and the cloth is given a very smooth finish. It 
is used for clothing by business men and religious orders. French and German manufacturers 
also make the cloth, but the quality is rather better 

ANATOLIAN CARPETS — These are small-size rugs or mats made in various parts of Asia Minor. A 
characteristic is their soft, long and full pile, due to the quality of the long-stapled wool used, 
chiefly that yielded by the Caraman sheep. The pile is tied in Giordes knot and the designs and 
colours are in great variety. They have fringes at each end and selvedges at both sides. Narrow 
and long pieces are also made for stair carpets 

ANATOLIAN SILK — A fair quality of silk produced in Asiatic Turkey both for home use and export 

ANATOLIAN WOOL — The long and medium fine wool of the Caraman sheep of Anatolia and used 
largely in the making of Anatolian carpets. The sheep has a long, heavy and flat tail 

ANCELIA — A dress fabric made of a cotton warp and mixed wool weft. Pattern is formed by using 
cotton and wool weft, which, when dyed, produced contrasts in colours 

ANCHAL — The end-piece or heading of a " Saree " ornamented with coloured silk or cotton yarn 



ANCON WOOL — Wool taken from an American-bred sheep, originated in the 18th century, but now 
extinct 

ANDALUSIA WOOL — A fine type of wool obtained from Spain. It is used for making Andalusians 

ANDALUSIAN WOOL — In England a four-strand, fine worsted yarn for knitting. It is fine, soft and 
warm, and used chiefly for socks and stockings. Same as Shetland wool, but four-fold instead 



ANDALUSIANS — A dress fabric woven from fine Spanish merino wool, in worsted styles, fancy twill 
weaves and many weights 

ANDERSON — A coloured check gingham of Scottish make. The name is that of the original maker, 
who only wove high-class fabric 
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ANDES COTTON— Same as Peruvian cotton 

ANDRAS — A fine, plain weave, hand-woven cloth of close texture. About 80 X 72, 44/54 

ANGARKHA — The Indian term for a sort of shirt worn under the Jama and tied in two places on each 
side of the body 

ANGEL SKIN— See Peau d'Ange 

ANGEL'S HAIR — A term sometimes used for the finer tinsel thread used in fabrics 

ANGGA (India) — A garment made of cotton muslin, with sleeves, reaches to the haunches and tied 
across the breast. Similar to the Minah, but not so long 

ANGGIYA (India) — A sort of bodice with very short sleeves, reaching to the waist, worn under the 
Peswaj. It is made of cotton muslin 

ANGLAISE SERGE — A fancy twill French-made fabric made in wool or wool and cotton. Usually 
the weave is the princess twill 

ANGLE STRIPPER — A carding roller which draws the wool from the licker-in and transfers it to the 
carding engine cylinder 

ANGLED DRAFT — A method of drawing threads through the healds from front to back and then 

back to front, so that reverse weave designs are produced. The American meaning of this term 
differs slightly from above. They draw the warp threads straight for a certain number and then 
reverse, but the starting shaft for the reverse is on a shaft about half-way between No. 1 and 
the last shaft as shown in the diagram, where both styles are given. A shows the first, which is 
actually a " point draft," and B shows the real angled draft 




Angled Drafts 



ANGLESEY WOOL — The wool yielded by the Polled Welsh sheep, and is of fair growth, neither 
long nor short 

ANGLETERRE — A silk fabric of French make, had a glazed finish — obsolete 

ANGLETERRE (Point d') see Point Lace — Lace made by Flemish makers settled in England during 
the reign of Charles II. The English Parliament had passed an Act prohibiting the importation 
of all foreign lace. England, not being able to produce the necessary flax, only made an 



inferior article. The merchants smuggled large quantities of lace from the Brussels market and 
sold it as " English Point " or Point d'Angleterre, effacing the old name " Point de Bruxelles." 

ANGLETERRE BARS — Fancy stitch used in modern point lace. It fills spaces between the braids 
with crossed threads in small squares having a spot or small knot at each junction 

ANGLO-SWISS MUSLIN— An imitation of the Clip Spot Swiss Muslin 

ANGOCHHA — A cotton fabric woven on hand looms in India and used for towels. Coarse yarns are 
used and low reed and pick 

ANGOLA — Plain or twill fabric, woven from a cotton warp and an angola yarn weft. Principally used 
as shirting cloths for the home trade and often termed " Unions." One quality is made 33-in., 
36 X 38 per inch, 14's cotton warp, 16's angola weft. The term is also applied to a cotton cloth 
in 2 X 2 twill weave, dyed red, viz. — 34-in., 42 X 40 per inch, 16/16, raised on the back 

ANGOLA BROCADE — A highly-finished English worsted dress fabric of the 19th century, woven in 
coloured patterns; obsolete 

ANGOLA CLOTH — A cotton embroidery fabric, dyed cream colour, woven in small check effects of 
the diaper style. Yarns are about 18's to 24's for both warp and weft, and in various reeds and 
picks, but all low to give an open fabric. Made in 54-in. 

ANGOLA MENDING — English yarn of mixed wool and cotton used for darning stockings. Made up 
on cards, reels and in skeins in all colours 

ANGOLAS — Shirting fabric (same as Angola) 

ANGOLA YARN — A yarn spun from a mixture of wool and cotton, generally 80 per cent wool, 20 
per cent cotton. This quality is known as " 80/20 " angola. The percentage varies. Used for 
shirtings called " Angolas," also for cheap dress fabrics. The wool is generally shoddy or 
mungo 

ANGORA (or " Mohair ") — The hair or wool of the goat of that name. More" generally known as 

mohair. The animal originally had its home in Asia Minor. About 1858 it was introduced into 
Cape Colony, from which country we now get a large supply. The natives of Asia Minor made 
shawls from the wool, which resembled Cashmere shawls. In colour it is white, average length 
of hair is 6 to 8 inches, and- has a curly structure. It is a very useful fibre, and largely used by 
the manufacturers of Astrakhan, wool crepons, plushes and cashmeres; also used in many silk 
cloths. The French use the fibre in a cloth named " poil de chevre," which has a fine spun silk 
coloured warp and angora weft. Bradford -imitates this cloth with a fine cotton warp. It has 
more lustre than wool, but is not so warm. Sir Titus Salt, by introducing the manufacture of 
goods made from mohair into Saltaire, raised Saltaire into a town from a village 

ANGORA CARPETS — Carpets made at Kir-Sheha in the province of Angora, are all wool and of 

brilliant red and green colours; the ground warp and weft are of dyed wool yarns and the long 
pile wool is tied in Giordes knot. The sides and ends are " selvedges " — no fringes. Designs 
are of Arabic styles 

ANGORA CASHMERE — A fine mohair dress fabric woven in the 2X1 cashmere twill weave. It is a 
light-weight material and is given a soft finish 

ANGORA CLOTH — A fabric known as " Angora " is made from a cotton warp and mohair weft in 
plain weave. One quality is 50 X 56 per inch, 18's cotton 26's mohair 

ANGORA GOAT — A species of goat originally bred in Asia Minor, but later introduced into Cape 
Colony, Texas, California and elsewhere, producing the mohair fibre (see Angora). The goat 
is small and hardy, and can feed on land where other animals would starve 

ANGORA LAYETTES — Angora rabbit wool blended with wool and processed into a worsted yarn. 

Employed chiefly for hosiery purposes. The Retail Trading Standards Association state, " The 
name ' Angora ' should not be used unless a reasonable proportion of angora rabbit hair is 
present in the material." 



